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The Senate having under consideration the resolution submitted by Mr. Sherman December 19, 1887, to refer
the President s annual message to the Committee on Finance - Mr. Teller said: Mr. President: | shall endeavor not
to detain the Senate at any very great length, as what | shall have to say will not be in the nature of a general
discussion of theoretical propositions, but will be rather a presentation of facts which illustrate and bear upon
the issue presented. At the commencement of this session the President of the United States sent a rather
remarkable document to the Senate and House of Representatives; it was called his annual message, but it was
devoted exclusively to the question of import duties and a reduction of the surplus revenues of the country.
There has been since that time considerable discussion in the Senate over this message, and, it seems to me, on
the part of the friends of the Administration, a disposition to avoid the real issue presented by the President.
Although we have been told by all on the other side of the Chamber who have spoken on the subject that the
message was one of great ability and entitled the Executive to great praise at the hands of the people for the
courageous manner in which he had presented this matter to the public, yet | believe, without a single
exception, all who have spoken in defense of the Administration and in accordance with the...
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