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WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF LIFE?: A HISTORY OF THE GENETIC CODE

Stanford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Who Wrote the Book of Life?: A History
of the Genetic Code, Lily E. Kay, This is a detailed history of one of the most important and dramatic episodes in
modern science, recounted from the novel vantage point of the dawn of the information age and its impact on
representations of nature, heredity, and society. Drawing on archives, published sources, and interviews, the
author situates work on the genetic code (1953-70) within the history of life science, the rise of communication
technosciences (cybernetics, information theory, and computers), the intersection of molecular biology with
cryptanalysis and linguistics, and the social history of postwar Europe and the United States. Kay draws out the
historical specificity in the process by which the central biological problem of DNA-based protein synthesis
came to be metaphorically represented as an information code and a writing technology - and consequently as
a "book of life." This molecular writing and reading is part of the cultural production of the Nuclear Age, its
power amplified by the centuries-old theistic resonance of the "book of life" metaphor. Yet, as the author points
out, these are just metaphors: analogies, not ontologies. Necessary and productive as they have been, they have
their epistemological limitations. Deploying analyses of language, cryptology, and information theory, the
author persuasively argues that, technically speaking, the genetic code is not a code, DNA is not a language,
and the genome is not an information system (objections voiced by experts as early as the 1950s). Thus her
historical reconstruction and analyses also serve as a critique of the new genomic biopower. Genomic textuality
has become a fact of life, a metaphor literalized, she claims, as human genome projects promise new levels of
control over life through the meta-level of information: control...
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A merica s L o n gest War:  Th e U n ited  States an d  Vietn am, 1950- 1975            
McGraw-Hill Education - Europe, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 5th.
206 x 137 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Respected for its thorough research,
comprehensive coverage, and clear, readable style, America s...
Sav e Bo o k »  

Th e P agan  H o u se     
HarperCollins Publishers. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Pagan House,
David Flusfeder, The much-anticipated new novel from the acclaimed author of 'The GiK' - a
blend of detective novel, historical fiction and the painful...
Sav e Bo o k »  

Th e R ed  L eath er Diary :  R eclaimin g a L if e  Th ro u gh  th e Pages o f  a L o st J o u rn al                                     
( P .S.) 
Harper Perennial. PAPERBACK. Book Condition: New. 0061256781 Never Read-12+ year old
Paperback book with dust jacket-may have light shelf or handling wear-has a price sticker or
price written inside front or back cover-publishers mark-Good Copy-...
Sav e Bo o k »  

M y  L if e  as a Th ird  Grad e Zo mb ie:  P lu s Free On lin e A ccess ( H ard b ack)                   
Gallopade International, United States, 2013. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 142 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. When you purchase the Library Bound mystery you will
receive FREE online eBook access! Carole Marsh...
Sav e Bo o k »  

DK R ead ers L 1:  J o b s P eo p le Do :  A  Day  in  th e L if e  o f  a Firef igh ter                      
DK Publishing. Paperback / soKback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, DK Readers L1: Jobs
People Do: A Day in the Life of a Firefighter, Linda Hayward, DK Publishing, This Level 1 book is
appropriate for...
Sav e Bo o k »  
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