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Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIIl THE TURKISH CONQUEST (1441-1460)
THE Frankish principality of Achaia being now extinct, it might
have been expected that common-sense and the common
danger from the Turks would have convinced the Greeks that
union and disinterested endeavours were needed to
consolidate and defend against the Turks what had been so
slowly and laboriously won back from the Latins. But that nota
interfratres inimicitia, which Tacitus had remarked as a
characteristic of human nature in his time, was intensified in
the case of the four surviving brothers of the Emperor John VI.-
-Theodore, Constantine, Thomas and Demdtrios. The
Peloponnese, as we saw, was now divided amongst the three
former, while the fourth had not yet obtained an appanagein
the peninsula. Unhappily, the prospect of the imperial
succession was an apple of discord among them, and the
Byzantine court became a hot-bed of fraternal...
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