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renowned peninsula, which Lord Byron so justly and beautifully apostrophised as the land of lost gods and god-
like men, on the banks of the Alpheus, and in view of the sea, at the return of every fifty-second month a festival
was celebrated, to the influence of which all philosophers and historians have agreed in ascribing the
commencement and rapid progress of Greece in civilization and refinement. It is certain that the Olympic
games reach far back into the dubious light of her early history, where fact and fancy hold a disputed empire;
that they continued for more than a thousand years, and at last threw a sad and broken splendour over the
twilight of her waning glories. They were adapted to the character and pursuits of an early and imperfectly
civilized age, in all their forms of observance; and the undying attachment which the people entertained for
them, tells us how deeply the love of such festivals is implanted in the nature of man. The institution, whose
anniversary you have assembled here to commemorate, is founded indeed upon the same unchanged human
nature, but it tells, in its mode of observance, the whole story of the wondrous changes and improvements that
time has effected in the condition, the tastes, and the pursuits of mankind. And if the celebration of games at
Olympia, at long intervals, exerted such an influential control upon the character and fortunes of a single
ancient state, what results may we not expect from an institution, assembling...
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